Iranian Political History Research Journal

Official Historiography and the History of Resistance:
Representations of the State in Iranian School Textbooks

(
)\

N i e

el =~

1. Mohammad Amiri(®: Department of History, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

=~~~ =~

2. Zahra Sadat Mosavi@*: Department of History, University of Shiraz, Shiraz, Iran

— I

—

*Corresponding Author’s Email Address: zahra.mosavi89@gmail.com

= || = || =~ ==

Abstract:

This article investigates the dominant discourse of official historiography and the marginalization or elimination of resistance narratives in
Iranian school history textbooks. Using a systematic and analytical review methodology, the study is grounded in Michel Foucault’s theory
of discourse and power, Louis Althusser’s concept of ideological state apparatuses, and postcolonial perspectives on silenced subaltern voices.
The analysis of existing literature reveals that representations of the state in Iranian textbooks are highly centralized, heroic, and ideological.
Political and military figures, along with state institutions, are portrayed in an idealized and ahistorical manner, while concepts such as
resistance and national unity are framed exclusively in relation to state power. Conversely, narratives of resistance—encompassing social
protests, student movements, ethnic and religious minority struggles, and working-class activism—are either omitted altogether or depicted
as deviant, foreign-influenced, or threatening. Furthermore, ethnic, gender, and class differences are systematically erased. These findings
support the claim that formal education in Iran, through history curricula, functions not to disseminate historical knowledge, but rather to
reproduce a controlled, state-legitimizing collective memory. The article concludes with recommendations for revising textbook content,

embracing multi-vocal narratives, and producing alternative historical resources for educational use.
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