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Abstract:

This study examines urban spatial politics and the reflection of political power in the royal architecture of the llkhanid period. Following the
fall of the Abbasid Caliphate, the Ilkhanid rulers used architecture and urban design as symbolic tools to legitimize their rule and
institutionalize a new political order. Through case studies of constructions such as the Dome of Soltaniyeh and the Shanb-e-Ghazan complex
in Tabriz, the research demonstrates that choices regarding site location, architectural forms, symbolic elements such as height, domes,
Qur'anic calligraphy, and visual axes all served to display power and link political authority with religious legitimacy. The methodology
relied on qualitative analysis, historical text study, architectural evidence examination, and theoretical frameworks drawn from Lefebvre’s
"production of space" and Foucault’s notion of power through spatial organization. The findings reveal that Ilkhanid royal architecture played
an active role beyond functional or aesthetic needs, constructing political order and creating collective memory. Urban spaces operated as
symbolic texts, embedding power materially and semantically through form, content, and spatial positioning. This analysis opens a new
perspective on understanding the relationship between architecture, politics, and legitimacy in Iranian history and highlights the critical role

of spatial studies in political-cultural historiography.
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