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Abstract:

This article examines the religious policy of Oljaitii, the eighth Mongol Ilkhan of Iran, and its role in the process of religious and political
identity formation during the Ilkhanid period. Following the collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate and the ensuing legitimacy crisis in the Islamic
world, the Ilkhanid government faced serious challenges in consolidating its rule. Initially a Sunni Muslim, Oljaitii converted to Twelver
Shi'ism in the final years of his reign and sought to institutionalize this sect within the governmental framework. Drawing on primary
historical sources and theoretical frameworks from the sociology of religion, this study demonstrates that Oljaitii's conversion was not merely
a personal choice but a strategic project aimed at reconstructing political legitimacy and establishing religious institutions. The influential
role of Shi‘a scholars, such as Allamah al-Hilli, in the llkhanid court, the promotion of Shi'i symbols in public space, and efforts to link
political power with the Shi'i narrative of legitimacy are key elements of this policy. The reactions of Sunni scholars, the emergence of
religious tensions and local revolts, and the institutional resistance to these changes are also analyzed. Although Oljaitii's religious policy
was not fully institutionalized during his reign, it laid the cultural and institutional groundwork for the later establishment of a Shi'a state in
Iran, especially during the Safavid era. This study highlights that Oljaitii’s experience represented one of the earliest systematic attempts by
an Islamic government in Iran to create religious identity, with enduring effects on the country's cultural and political history.
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