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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the political discourse of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni by examining the link between his military conquests and
caliphate-based legitimacy. Utilizing the critical discourse analysis approach and examining primary historical sources such as Tarikh-e
Bayhaqi, Zayn al-Akhbar, Tarikh-e Yamini, and Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, the research explores the linguistic, symbolic, and ideological
dimensions of Sultan Mahmud’s quest for legitimacy. Findings reveal that the Indian campaigns were represented in historical texts not
merely as acts of conquest, but as sacred jihad, religious triumph, and support for the Abbasid Caliphate. Extensive use of religious vocabulary
such as “Nasir al-Din,” metaphors like “Sword of the State,” and the deployment of symbolic tools such as the Friday sermon (khutbah) and
coinage, created a discourse that sanctified Mahmud’s political rule. This study demonstrates that language and historical narration played a
crucial role in consolidating political power, with Mahmud skillfully utilizing existing discursive mechanisms to legitimize his sovereignty.
The novelty of this research lies in its critical focus on the linguistic and metaphorical layers of Ghaznavid caliphate-oriented discourse,
offering deeper insight into the mechanisms of political legitimacy in medieval Islamic politics. The findings also provide a comparative
framework for future studies of legitimacy discourses in other Islamic states.
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