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Abstract:

This article analyzes the structure of governance during the Seljuk period, focusing on three key institutions: the vizierate, the atabegs, and
the military emirs. The aim of the study is to explain how power was organized in the Seljuk state and to examine the interactions between
bureaucratic, military, and local institutions. Through this analysis, it is shown that viziers, especially Nizam al-Mulk, played a central role
in stabilizing the administrative order and consolidating central authority, while atabegs and military emirs, as proxy and regional institutions,
simultaneously contributed to both cohesion and decentralization. Based on credible historical sources and modern theoretical frameworks,
this study investigates the development and decline of these institutions and reveals that succession crises, the weakening of the vizierate,
and the growing independence of military emirs and atabegs were key factors in the erosion of central power and the eventual collapse of the
Seljuk state. Moreover, reflections on historical continuity indicate that many Seljuk political institutions persisted in new forms in subsequent
periods, particularly during the Khwarazmian and Ilkhanid eras. The findings of this research provide a foundation for further comparative

studies in the field of Islamic-Iranian political history and theories of centralization and decentralization of power.
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