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Abstract:

This article examines the role of military institutions in controlling Iran’s border regions during the Safavid era, focusing specifically on the
regions of Kurdistan and the Caucasus. Using a historical-analytical method and drawing on primary and secondary sources, the study
explores the mechanisms of power implementation and political management adopted by the Safavid state in these sensitive areas. The
findings indicate that the Safavid government pursued different policies based on the local characteristics of each region. In Kurdistan,
governance was semi-decentralized, relying on tribal structures and cooperation with local Kurdish leaders. In contrast, the Caucasus, due to
its strategic significance and constant external threats, experienced more centralized and rigid policies, including the deployment of loyal
ghulams and the construction of military fortresses. Military institutions played a crucial role in maintaining territorial cohesion and
expanding the authority of the central government, although their success depended largely on how well Safavid policies aligned with local
social and cultural contexts. The study also highlights that the political legitimacy of the Safavid state in non-Persian and non-clerical regions
was strongly influenced by the military management strategies and the degree of interaction with local forces. Finally, it suggests that future
research should focus on other border regions such as Baluchistan or Khorasan to provide a more comprehensive understanding of Safavid

frontier strategies.
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