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Abstract:

This article analyzes the role of the Diwan of Kharaj in structuring the revenues of the Safavid state and its connection to political legitimacy.
Using an analytical-historical approach and drawing on reputable primary and secondary sources, the study examines the administrative
structure of the Diwan of Kharaj, its revenue sources, and its accounting and auditing functions. The findings indicate that the Diwan not
only played a pivotal role in securing financial resources for the court, military, religious institutions, and public affairs, but also contributed
to strengthening the political legitimacy of the Safavid state through equitable resource distribution, financial support of religious institutions,
and enhancement of public welfare. A comparative analysis of the Diwan’s performance with similar institutions during the Buyid and Qajar
periods reveals that the endurance or collapse of governments in pre-modern Iran largely depended on the efficiency of their fiscal
bureaucracy. As an economic-political institution, the Diwan of Kharaj in the Safavid era served as a mechanism for legitimacy reinforcement
and maintained public trust in the government, whereas its decline in the late Safavid period significantly contributed to political
disintegration. The findings highlight the critical role of financial institutions in economic regulation and political stability in Iran’s traditional

states and offer a basis for future comparative studies on the interrelation between economy and legitimacy.
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