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Abstract:

This article presents a critical examination of the Qizilbash institution within the political-military structure of the Safavid state, drawing
upon credible historical sources and theoretical frameworks to assess its impact on state formation and centralized governance. Originally
emerging as a loyal military force tied to the Safavid Sufi order, the Qizilbash gradually evolved into powerful political actors with tribal
loyalties and independent spheres of influence. These tribal affiliations often conflicted with the rationalization and centralization efforts
pursued by the Safavid monarchs. The article demonstrates that the kinship-based loyalty of the Qizilbash contributed significantly to internal
divisions within the Safavid administrative system, undermining attempts at bureaucratic modernization and ultimately weakening centralized
authority. Employing concepts such as patrimonial state theory, administrative rationality, and tribal allegiance, the study explores the
inherent tensions between tribal power structures and centralized governance. The findings suggest that while the Qizilbash initially played
a stabilizing role in the rise of the Safavid dynasty, their resistance to political reform and persistent intertribal rivalries became major
obstacles to bureaucratic development and sustainable state-building. The article concludes by proposing a comparative historical framework
for analyzing similar tribal-political dynamics in other periods of Iranian history, offering insight into the structural impediments to state

consolidation in pre-modern contexts.
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