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Abstract:

This article explores the discourse of justice in Siyasatnama by Nizam al-Mulk and examines its influence on the trajectory of Iranian political
thought. Employing a historical-critical discourse analysis framework and drawing on the theories of Fairclough, Laclau, and Mouffe, the
study analyzes justice not as an abstract moral value, but as a discursive and ideological construct embedded within the language of the text.
Findings indicate that Nizam al-Mulk formulates justice through its close association with concepts such as kingship, sharia, rationality, and
bureaucratic order, positioning it as a fundamental mechanism for legitimizing royal authority and maintaining political stability. Although
the justice presented appears ethical and religious, it primarily functions as a tool to reinforce hierarchical authority. The article further
demonstrates how this discourse was reproduced and institutionalized in later centuries, notably in the works of Ghazzali, Qabus-Nama, and
within the political ideologies of the Safavid and Qajar dynasties. While constitutionalists and modernist thinkers of the 20th century critiqued
this model, certain aspects of the classical justice discourse have remained influential in contemporary Iranian political language. Ultimately,
the article presents Siyasatnama as not merely a historical treatise but as a living discursive legacy that continues to shape the conceptual

relationship between justice and authority in Iranian political culture.
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