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Abstract:

The entry of Western thought into Iran’s political discourse during the Qajar era marks a pivotal turning point in the intellectual and political
transformation of the country. This article, through a historical-discursive approach, examines the contexts, trajectories, and outcomes of this
encounter. By analyzing the political writings of key thinkers such as Mirza Fath-Ali Akhundzadeh, Mirza Aga Khan Kermani, Talebof,
Mostashar al-Dowleh, and Malkom Khan, it explores how modern concepts like law, liberty, nation, rationality, and progress were
represented and reshaped within the Iranian-Islamic cultural framework. The findings reveal that Western concepts did not penetrate Iranian
discourse directly or uniformly but rather through complex processes of translation, localization, resistance, and adaptation. While
intellectuals and reformers sought to frame modern ideas within ethical and religious language to facilitate their acceptance, traditionalist
clerics and conservative bureaucrats resisted these changes to preserve the established order of shari‘a and absolute monarchy. This dialectical
tension ultimately led to a gradual transformation of political language and concepts, paving the way for the Constitutional Revolution and
the emergence of a rule-of-law-based state. By highlighting the nuances of this historical encounter, the article underscores the need for a
critical re-reading of Iran’s political thought history and proposes new directions for future research on the interplay between religious

discourse, cultural identity, and modern political ideas.
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