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Abstract:

This article offers a critical analysis of press suppression policies during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, examining the mechanisms of
power in their historical, discursive, and political contexts. Drawing on Michel Foucault’s theory of power/knowledge and Jiirgen Habermas’s
concept of the public sphere, the study argues that censorship in Qajar Iran was not a reactive or incidental measure, but rather a structural
strategy aimed at consolidating monarchical discourse, silencing dissent, and preventing the emergence of a deliberative public space.
Through a close examination of historical documents, royal decrees, domestic and diasporic press, and the roles of state institutions such as
the Divankhaneh (state council) and the Nazmiyeh (police department), the article outlines the methods by which the Qajar state controlled
the media environment. The findings reveal that these suppression policies had long-lasting effects on the institutionalization of freedom of
expression, political development, and the formation of civil society in modern Iran. In comparison with contemporary press policies in
neighboring countries such as the Ottoman Empire and Egypt, Qajar Iran—with its centralized power structure, lack of civic institutions, and
symbolic conception of monarchy—exhibited more restrictive control over the media. The study highlights the importance of historically
grounded analysis of censorship as a persistent structure in Iranian political life and seeks to contribute to the broader literature on Iranian

political history and discourse analysis.
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