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Abstract:

This article aims to analyze the discourse of the "corrupt state" in the intellectual texts of the Naseri era in Iran, using the method of critical
discourse analysis. Focusing on the works of thinkers such as Talebof, Akhundzadeh, Mostashar al-Dowleh, and Zeyn al-Abedin Maraghe’i,
the study explores how political corruption is represented and articulated through metaphorical language, modern rational vocabulary, and
discourse strategies. These texts were written amidst the crisis of legitimacy facing the Qajar monarchy and sought to construct an alternative
vision of statehood, power, and nationhood based on legality, public will, and rational governance. The findings suggest that in these writings,
corruption is not viewed as a moral failure or personal vice, but as a structural and discursive phenomenon rooted in autocracy, lawlessness,
and the marginalization of the people. Metaphors such as the ailing state, the greedy ruler, and the oppressed nation serve as rhetorical tools
to expose systemic corruption and promote a reimagined political order. By redefining key concepts such as "law,"” "reason," and "justice,"”
these intellectuals challenged the prevailing discourse of absolute monarchy and laid the foundation for a discourse of democratic legitimacy.
The article argues that the anti-corruption discourse of the Naseri period played a formative role in the emergence of modern political language

in Iran and contributed to the ideological groundwork of the Constitutional Revolution.
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