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Abstract:

This article analyzes the spatial policy of the Safavid state with a particular focus on the city of Isfahan during the reign of Shah Abbas I.
Using a historical-analytical approach and drawing on both primary and secondary sources, the study demonstrates that the transfer of the
capital from Qazvin to Isfahan was not merely a geographical decision but a political-symbolic project aimed at displaying power, religious
legitimacy, and centralized royal authority. Public spaces such as Nagsh-e Jahan Square, Chaharbagh Avenue, integrated bazaars, and
religious institutions like mosques and madrasas were part of a discursive architecture through which social order, religious unity, and
hierarchical power structures were embedded in space. Employing contemporary theories of space and power, especially the perspectives of
Lefebvre and Foucault, the research reveals that space in the Safavid urban context was not a passive backdrop for political and social events
but an active agent in the reproduction of dominance and legitimacy. The redesign of Isfahan during this period represents an exemplary
interaction between architecture, religion, and politics, through which the Safavid state established a spatial order that was both functional
and symbolic. The findings also highlight the role of social groups such as merchants, religious scholars, and ordinary citizens in shaping
and being shaped by this spatial order. The article concludes by suggesting further comparative studies of spatial policy in other Iranian cities

and historical periods.
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