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Abstract: e
This article aims to examine Iran's role in the regional diplomacy of the Timurid era—a period marked by the expansion of Timurid power
and the transformation of political, economic, and cultural relations across the Islamic East and West. Utilizing a historical-analytical method
and drawing on primary sources such as Zafarnama, Tarikh-e Hafez-e Abru, and Chinese records like the Ming Shilu, the study explores Iran
not as a passive territory but as an active diplomatic agent in shaping and executing Timurid foreign policy. The findings reveal that Iran,
through its sophisticated bureaucratic structure, the Persian administrative language, and its network of cultural and religious elites, served
as the core of Timurid diplomacy in dealings with regional powers including China, the Ottomans, the Mamluks, and the Qara Qoyunlu and
Aq Qoyunlu dynasties. Iran functioned both as a geographic corridor and as an institutional-cultural origin, enabling the expansion of foreign
relations and coordination of multilateral engagements. Key examples of this role include formal missions to the Ming court, political
correspondence with Sultan Bayezid, and negotiations with the Mamluks. This diplomacy served not only to consolidate Timurid power but
also to reproduce Iran’s cultural and political identity in the post-Timurid period. The article proposes that future comparative studies examine
Timurid diplomacy alongside Safavid and Mughal cases to better trace the evolution of Iranian diplomatic tradition in the medieval Islamic

world.
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