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Abstract:

This article provides a historical-theoretical analysis of Iranian nationalism and its role in the formation and consolidation of a centralized
modern state in Iran. Employing a qualitative and analytical approach, and drawing on classical theories of nationalism and state-building,
the study explores the interplay between cultural and political elements in the Iranian nation-building process from the Qajar era to the end
of the first Pahlavi period. The findings suggest that although Iranian nationalism invoked symbols from Iran’s ancient past, it functioned as
a political tool for power centralization and identity homogenization within the framework of modern state-building. During the Qajar era,
nationalism emerged in response to military defeats and foreign domination, while in the Constitutional Revolution, it materialized in the
pursuit of a lawful state. Under Reza Shah Pahlavi, nationalism became the state’s official discourse, deployed through education, media,
ideological historiography, and repressive policies to reinforce centralized authority and suppress ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity.
The article further reflects on the concept of the state in Iran and critically evaluates nationalism as a means of authoritarian institutionalization
rather than merely a cultural discourse. Finally, the study offers recommendations for future research on nationalism, ethnic diversity, and

state formation in contemporary Iran.
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