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Abstract:

This article explores the role of religious diplomacy in the foreign policy of the Safavid state and aims to demonstrate how the integration of
Twelver Shi‘ism with the political structure provided a coherent framework for Iran’s international relations during the Safavid period. By
institutionalizing Shi‘ism as the state religion and leveraging religious institutions and prominent clerics, the Safavid rulers developed an
ideologically driven foreign policy. Using a historical-analytical approach and drawing upon theories such as constructivism, soft power, and
cultural diplomacy, the study reveals that religious diplomacy played a decisive role not only in the ideological confrontation with the Sunni
Ottoman Caliphate but also in interactions with Shi‘a states in India, Shi‘a communities in Central Asia, and European powers such as Spain,
Venice, and Portugal. The Safavids dispatched Shi‘a clerics abroad, exported religious discourses, and sent diplomatic letters infused with
religious rhetoric to foreign leaders, establishing a transnational form of soft diplomacy. This model was not only effective during the Safavid
era but has also had lasting influence, observable in the foreign policy discourse of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The article argues that
Safavid religious diplomacy formed a durable and impactful model in Iran’s diplomatic history, offering a valuable perspective for analyzing

the relationship between religion, identity, and foreign policy in the region’s geopolitical context.
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