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Abstract:

This article examines the cultural policymaking of the Naseri state in the face of Western modernity—a pivotal period marking the early
formation of modern institutions in Iran, yet deeply entangled in structural contradictions between tradition and modernity. Influenced by his
travels to Europe and direct exposure to Western civilization, Naser al-Din Shah initiated cultural, educational, and artistic reforms. However,
these reforms were embedded within a conservative, authoritarian framework that prioritized symbolic modernization over substantive social
transformation. The establishment of Dar al-Fonun, the expansion of modern schools, the translation of scientific texts, the introduction of
photography and realist painting, and changes in elite lifestyle represented attempts at modernization. At the same time, the state sought to
avoid conflict with traditional religious institutions and relied heavily on the legitimacy of Shi’i clerical authority, thereby importing
modernity in a selective and restrained manner. Using a historical-analytical approach and drawing from a wide array of credible sources,
the article argues that Naseri cultural policies, while pioneering, were marked by a fundamental duality: a desire for Western tools of power
coupled with a fear of the transformative consequences of modern thought and institutions. These dual strategies introduced Iran to modernity
but failed to institutionalize it due to the limitations in scope, ideological ambiguity, and rigid state control. Ultimately, Naseri cultural policy
exemplifies a form of conservative, state-centered, performative modernization that laid the groundwork for later conflicts in Iran's cultural

discourse between tradition and modernity.
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